
VIDEO TREATMENT IDEAS
Reflections on

Domestic Violence & the Ithaca City Courts:
Interview with Rita Anita Linger

        Video          Text        Audio
Black screen starting (no images)

Fade in

Music fades in: 3 Gymnopedies

Black background with white
text; statistic #1: example
Domestic abuse...
strikes every 15 seconds in
the US
(text fades in sequentially)
fades out to black *

Clip from Women’s Town
Meeting (May 1995) fades in;
Alternatively, a street scene
with crouds walking to work, *
slow motion tracking;
fades out to black

Music fades (~50%);
Voice from town meeting, or
alternatively a voice over--
comments from Rita (interview
material), or from her comments
at the town meeting, or a
comment from Marjorie Olds;
comes in before clip fully
appears

Black background with white
text; statistic #2: example
Battering...
is the leading cause of injury to
women in the US
(text fades in sequentially)
fades out to black *

Fade in Music returns to full volume as
statistic #2 appears on screen

Clip from an interview with Rita
or Marjorie fades in; alternatively
a clip with Rita from the
Women’s Town Meeting; fades out
to black

Music fades (~50%); voice from
interview comes in as clip
appears

Black background with white
text; statistic #3: example
(?) % of those charged with
battering return to the courts for
additional charges (recidivism
rate) in Tompkins Co. (?) *

Music returns to full volume as
statistic #3 appears on screen

Both fade out to black and no audio
(next page)

Fade in

* Revised Edition

Opening Screen: Title of video

usack
Text Box
By Lynn Usack
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Clips of Rita from NewsCenter7,
Women’s Town Meeting (signage
&/or people), footage of the WCB
building, exterior of court
building, emergency vehicle
footage, &/or from the interview
with Rita and Marjorie; series of
clips shown as Rita and
Courtwatch is introduced;
fades to black

Voice over of Rita describing the
origins and mission of
CourtWatch, fades out *

Clip from the interview with Rita
and Marjorie fades in with or
without background audio from
the interview (faded if present);
scenes of Rita switches to
Marjorie * and then back to a
part of the interview in which the
volume will come in after the
voice over is complete

Voice over (me-Lynn)
introducing the interview at the
Women’s Community Building
in an effort to get an
assessment of her perspectives
on CourtWatch at a time when
she is leaving the area and
noone will be taking the lead to
keep CourtWatch going in her
place *

Becomes the audio from the
interview upon completion of
the introduction of this segment:

Marjorie asks Rita about the
bail dilemma and the courts
response, comments about
needing new laws regarding
domestic abuse defendants *

Theme of interview clip #1:
Bail dilemma; quotes variables
used to determine bail Variables could be listed on screen

over interview scene (to the right
of the screen) as she lists them
(if technically possible) *

Theme of next interview clip #2:
capacity of judge to have affect on
victim’s experience in the courts;
starts with showing Marjorie
asking question *, then Rita and
also clips of court room, judge’s
chair break up interview format

Marjorie asks Rita about the
capacity of judge to affect the
experiences of victims in the
court room *

Theme of interview clip #3:
status of defendant cases required
to participate in additional
counseling; occasionally clip
switches to Marjorie

Marjorie asks Rita about the
status of cases where the
defendant is required to
participate in additional
counsel as part of their
sentence *

Theme of interview clip #4:
Additional dollars needed for
court and impact on victim;
occasionally clip switches to
Marjorie, possibly court room or
bldg. clip

Marjorie asks Rita to comment
on the additional dollars
needed for court operations
and how this impacts victim *

{ }Alternative segment:
Community action plans{ }
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Theme of interview clip #5:
Additional roles aside from
judges; occasionally clip
switches to Marjorie, view
of prosecuter’s chair

Marjorie asks Rita to comment
on additional roles in the court
for assisting victims through
the court *

        Video          Text        Audio

Theme of interview clip #6: (Last)
Comments on community action,
especially since she is moving
away from the community;
occasionally clip switches to
Marjorie, other clips of court
room and of the town meeting;
final frame freezes or fades out
to black

Marjorie asks Rita to offer
advice to the community on
what they can do to know more
about the actions of their
courts and see that it answers
the needs of their community *

Music fades in as her last
comments are spoken:
Bricklayer’s Beautiful Daughter

* Credit screens are given: e.g.
thanks to Rita, Marjorie, Nancy,
the WCB, Court Watch;
additional credits for Round
About Tompkins County (channel
57), sources for quotes, Windham
Hill records for the music,
NewsCenter 7, Farshid Kord for
assisting direction and editing,
myself for directing and editing,
etc. (Far-side Productions)

Fade in

Both fade out to black and no audio
   (the end)

* Sources of material/ clips, etc. still needed:
→Voice over description of Court Watch origins and Rita’s roles, cassette recording from Rita,
   possibly supplemented by voice over by Marjorie Olds regarding the interview at the WCB

→  Marjorie’s questions to be reshot in same room as interview for both audio and video clips;
   thus, I need to go over the priority of questioning in an effort to control overall length of video

→  Screens with text for statistics, variables, and credits

→  Footage of the building where Court Watch operated (optional), and the WCB where Court
   Watch was founded and where the interview took place (possible exterior footage from the
   documentary WCB: Evolving Together); note: for footage of building, fade out from sign

→  Emergency footage, police (optional, NewsCenter 7?)

→  Footage of people walking down the street to work, crouds (slow motion and regular footage)

→  Copyright information regarding use of footage previously broadcasted




